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1. PTWC Bulletins.  The Pacific Tsunami Warning Center (PTWC) alerts the 

international arena of the Pacific basin and the State of Hawaii of potential or 
confirmed tsunamis with two main categories of messages.  PTWC's 
“International Bulletins" are sent to most of the countries around the rim and 
in the interior of the Pacific Basin, as well as to all US interests in the Pacific 
outside the WC/ATWC area of responsibility (AOR that includes Alaska, 
British Columbia, Washington, Oregon, and California.)  PTWC's "Hawaii 
Bulletins" are addressed to Civil Defense in the State of Hawaii.  Both 
categories of messages may be issued for potential or confirmed tsunamis 
generated by earthquakes in the seismic belts around the Pacific Rim, or by 
earthquakes within the State of Hawaii.  For both international and Hawaii 
users of the system, there are four levels of alert:  1) information, 2) advisory, 
3) watch, and 4) warning.  Within these levels may be some distinctions (e.g., 
for Hawaii a warning for a distant event is distinct from a warning for a local 
event). 

 
a. International Bulletins.  PTWC's "International Bulletins" fall into four 

basic categories for handling events around the Pacific with increasing 
degrees of threat.  Magnitude thresholds for these bulletins as well as 
their corresponding Hawaii bulletins are now based on the moment 
magnitude, Mw, as opposed to the formerly used Richter magnitude, 
Ms.  

 
i. Tsunami Information Bulletin.  Issued for Pacific Basin 

earthquakes with magnitudes of 6.5 to 7.5, inclusive, or for 
even larger Pacific earthquakes if they are inland or deep 
inside the earth or outside the Pacific Basin (e.g., in the Sea of 
Japan or in one of Indonesia's seas).  No destructive Pacific-
wide tsunami threat exists based on historical earthquake and 
tsunami data.  There may be some threat of a local tsunami in 
the region near the earthquake epicenter.  A supplement will 
be issued if any tsunami signal is recorded.                              
***  However, if the event is in the WC/ATWC AOR with a 
magnitude between 7.1 and 7.8, inclusive, PTWC will issue a 
special fixed, non-expanding Tsunami Advisory Bulletin.  The 
WC/ATWC will issue a regional warning and watch for their 
AOR.  ***  

 
ii. Fixed Regional Tsunami Warning and Advisory Bulletin.  

Issued for Pacific Basin earthquakes with magnitudes of 7.6 to 
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HAWAII TSUNAMI EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
 

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES 
FOR DISTANT GENERATED TSUNAMI 

 
I. PURPOSE:   
 

To provide procedural guidance for SCD staff in responding to 
Pacific Tsunami Warning Center (PTWC) issued Distant Tsunami 
Bulletins for the Hawaiian Islands. 

 
II. GENERAL:   

 
A. A distant generated tsunami can occur at any time towards the 

Hawaiian Islands from earthquakes in the Pacific “Ring of Fire.”  
Arrival of damaging tsunami waves may occur anytime from 4 to 16 
hours after earthquake origin time, depending upon coastal 
earthquake location.  PTWC notifies State and County Warning 
Points of the issuance of various Tsunami Bulletins and subsequent 
bulletin cancellations.   

 
B. PTWC will issue an initial, expanding Tsunami Advisory Bulletin for 

a large earthquake magnitude 7.9 or greater, with wave arrival time 
to Hawaii greater than 6 hours.  PTWC is determining whether a 
destructive Pacific wide tsunami has been generated.  This 
expanding Tsunami Advisory Bulletin could be upgraded to a 
Tsunami Watch Bulletin when wave arrival time is about 6 hours to 
Hawaii.  

 
C. PTWC will issue an initial, expanding Tsunami Watch Bulletin for a 

large earthquake magnitude 7.9 or greater between 3-6 hours wave 
arrival time to Hawaii.  PTWC is still in the process of determining 
whether a destructive Pacific wide tsunami has been generated. 
Hawaii also placed in a Tsunami Watch for large northwest Pacific 
Ocean earthquakes (north of 35 degrees north latitude) that are 
greater than 6 hours wave arrival time, per Civil Defense request. 

 
D. PTWC will issue an expanding Tsunami Warning Bulletin if there is 

evidence that a destructive Pacific wide tsunami has been 
generated and/or wave arrival time to Hawaii is 3 hours or less.   
Moreover, PTWC can issue a Pacific Wide Warning Bulletin at any 
time when a destructive tsunami is detected.  When a Tsunami 
Warning Bulletin is issued, sirens are normally sounded statewide 
and a “live” Emergency Alert System (EAS) message is broadcast 
by SCD to begin coastal evacuation.   
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E. PTWC will issue an initial, non-expanding Tsunami Advisory Bulletin 
for major earthquakes with magnitudes between 7.6 to 7.8 in the 
south and northwest Pacific Ocean, or 7.1 to 7.8 in Alaska, Aleutian 
Islands, British Columbia, Washington, Oregon, or California.  Note:  
Most of these historical earthquakes have not generated Pacific-
wide destructive tsunamis.  Areas within 1000 kilometers of the 
epicenter will be placed in a precautionary warning area. 
 

F. PTWC will issue a Tsunami Information Bulletin for a strong 
earthquake magnitude between 6.5 to 7.5.  No Pacific-wide tsunami 
generation is expected. 

 
G. The media is simultaneously receiving information on the event via               

NOAA Weather Wire and NOAA Weather Radio. 
 

III. FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 

A. When directed, SCD staff receiving a PTWC 
Advisory/Watch/Warning Bulletin via a pager or cell phone will 
immediately and as safely as possible, report to the Emergency 
Operating Center (EOC) if in the vicinity of Diamond Head Crater.   

 
B. SCD staff members will use discretion during off duty hours.  If an 

SCD staff member is with family and within close proximity to the 
EOC, proceed to the EOC with the family.   

 
C. As a minimum, SCD staff should be aware as to whether primary-

driving routes from residence to EOC traverse published tsunami 
evacuation maps in the front of the telephone book. 

 
IV. OPERATIONS: 

 
A. Upon receipt of a PTWC Tsunami Advisory/Watch/Warning 

Bulletin, and when directed by the Director / Vice Director of Civil 
Defense or authorized representative, personnel assigned to Crisis 
Action Team (CAT A) will activate the EOC Control Point during 
duty hours.  CAT B personnel will fill vacant CAT A positions. 

 
B. Upon receipt of a Tsunami Advisory Bulletin, and when directed, 

the Initial Response Team (IRT) will report to the EOC during non-
duty hours to monitor the event and be prepared to respond 
appropriately to a potential upgrade of the tsunami bulletin. 

      
C. Upon receipt of a Tsunami Watch or Warning Bulletin, and when 

directed by the Director/Vice Director of Civil Defense or authorized 
representative, personnel assigned to Crisis Action Team (CAT) A 
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will be notified to immediately report to the EOC during non-duty 
hours.  Personnel are directed to immediately proceed to the EOC 
as rapidly and safely as possible.  Initial notification will be to the A 
Team Leader and the Alternate A Team Leader. The subsequent 
notification will be to the B Team Leader (in his absence, the B 
Team Alternate or any other B Team member who can be 
contacted), who will assume responsibility for rapid notification of 
the remainder of CAT A.  The B Team notification person will use 
his discretion and resources to substitute appropriate CAT B 
personnel when CAT A personnel cannot be contacted or are 
unavailable to immediately respond.  During duty hours, CAT A 
personnel will activate the EOC Control Point.  CAT B personnel 
will fill vacant CAT A positions.     

 
D. Within 30-40 minutes of initial notification, the B Team Leader will 

telephonically contact the A Team Leader at the EOC to provide the 
status of personnel responding to the EOC. 

 
E. The B Team Leader has the responsibility for telephonic notification 

of the Civil Defense coordinators for State agencies.  
 

F. The B Team Leader will, as appropriate, notify his team of events        
and prepare them to relieve CAT A at a mutually agreed upon time.             
For extended operations, changes to team assignments may have 
to be made.   

 
G. The B Team alternate will contact Ruger Security to have the 

Kahala tunnel unlocked for arriving CAT A personnel.  SCD staff 
members are reminded that the combination to the security lock to 
the Kahala tunnel is XXX.  The combination to the lock at the EOC 
access gate is XXX.  Ruger security should be contacted to leave 
the gates unlocked for arriving personnel. 

 
H. If unable to SAFELY respond to the EOC, proceed to an alternate 

location.  These locations could include Oahu Civil Defense Agency 
(OCDA), the Hawaii Regional Air Operations Control Center 
(HIRAOCC), or a National Guard Armory.  Communicate your 
location to the EOC. The SCD staff will use discretion when 
responding.   

 
V. ADMINISTRATION AND SUPPORT: 

 
A. The Plans and Operations Branch is responsible for maintaining a 

copy of the SOP in the Control Point SOP Operations Manual. 
Persons assigned to SCD should be provided an email copy. 
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B. Branch Chiefs and supervisors will insure employees are familiar 
with the SOP.   

 
C. The Training, Education and Information (TEI) Branch will support 

training needs for all employees. 
 

D. Recommendations for additions, deletions or modifications to the 
SOP will be submitted through Branch Chiefs to Plans and 
Operations. 

 
E. Branch Chiefs will report to Plans and Operations any changes in 

equipment or procedures or status of equipment that might affect 
procedures for executing this SOP. 

 
 
 

 
 

APPROVED: __________________________        DATE: ____________ 

   EDWARD T. TEIXEIRA 
    Vice Director of Civil Defense 
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7.8, inclusive. In the historical record, some earthquakes in 
this size range have generated local or regional destructive 
tsunamis, but none a Pacific-wide destructive tsunami. Areas 
within 1000 km of the epicenter are put into a warning. For all 
other areas the message is an advisory only. The warning and 
advisory will be continued, with supplemental bulletins issued 
at least hourly, until sufficient sea level data are received to 
make an evaluation. The warning area will not expand. The 
series of bulletins will end with a cancellation. Hawaii will be 
issued corresponding initial, supplemental, and final Advisory 
Bulletins as appropriate. 

 
iii. Expanding Regional Tsunami Warning, Watch, and 

Advisory Bulletin.  Issued for Pacific Basin earthquakes with 
magnitudes of 7.9 or greater.  In the historical record, many 
earthquakes of this size have generated local or regional 
destructive tsunamis, and a few have generated Pacific-wide 
destructive tsunamis. Areas having less than three hours until 
estimated first wave arrival (at the time the bulletin is issued) 
are put into a warning.  Areas having three to six hours until 
estimated first wave arrival are put into a watch. For all other 
areas the bulletin is an advisory. The warning, watch, and 
advisory will be continued, with supplemental bulletins issued 
at least hourly, and with warning and watch areas expanding 
according to the rules described above, until sufficient sea 
level data are received to make an evaluation. This series of 
bulletins will end with either a cancellation or an upgrade to a 
Pacific-Wide Warning.  Hawaii will be issued a warning, watch, 
or advisory as appropriate according to the rules described 
above, with two notable exceptions.  If the earthquake 
epicenter is north of 35 degrees north latitude, then Hawaii will 
initially be put into a watch even if it is still more than six hours 
until estimated initial wave arrival.  This is by a prior 
agreement with Hawaii State Civil Defense.  In addition, 
Hawaii may be put into a warning, watch, or advisory status at 
any time due to circumstances as the event unfolds, if agreed 
to by SCD and PTWC. 

 
iv. Pacific-Wide Tsunami Warning Bulletin.  Issued following 

confirmation of a tsunami of sufficient size to have the 
potential for widespread destruction in the Pacific Basin.  A 
Pacific-wide Warning would normally be generated by an 
earthquake with a magnitude of 7.9 or greater and would 
therefore be preceded by a series of Expanding Tsunami 
Warning, Watch, and Advisory Bulletins until the decision to 
upgrade was made based on sea level readings. A Pacific-
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wide Warning will be continued, with supplemental bulletins 
issued at least hourly, until the tsunami has impacted all areas 
at risk and tsunami waves are diminishing or below dangerous 
levels on most gauges.  This series of bulletins will end with a 
cancellation. Hawaii will be issued corresponding warnings 
and a cancellation unless, due to circumstances of the event, 
it is agreed by SCD and PTWC to keep Hawaii out of a 
warning. In that case Hawaii would be issued a series of 
advisories including a final advisory. 

 
b. Hawaii Bulletins for Distant Events.  PTWC's "Hawaii Bulletins" for 

distant events fall into four categories corresponding to the four levels 
of alert:  1) information, 2) advisory, 3) watch, and 4) warning.  These 
bulletins are intended to reflect information provided in the International 
Bulletins, but the language is tailored to Hawaii’s regional interest.  For 
example, all times in these bulletins are given in Hawaii Standard 
Time.  Both Moment Magnitude, Mw, and Richter Magnitude, Ms, will 
be promulgated in these bulletins, although the Richter magnitude may 
not be available in initial bulletins when insufficient time has elapsed to 
collect the necessary seismic waveform data.   

 
i. Tsunami Information Bulletin.  Issued by criteria specified 

above in section 1.a.i, a Tsunami Information Bulletin for 
Hawaii provides information about a large Pacific earthquake 
that poses no threat of having generated a Pacific-wide 
destructive tsunami that could strike the State.  In rare 
instances, Hawaii might experience small sea level changes 
for such an event. 

 
ii. Tsunami Advisory.  Issued by criteria specified above in all 

four sections of 1.a, a Tsunami Advisory for Hawaii generally 
indicates that a tsunami warning has been issued by PTWC or 
WC/ATWC for some other part of the Pacific.  Depending 
upon the situation, there is a possibility that Hawaii could be 
elevated to watch or warning status in the near future and 
some additional awareness and readiness is prudent.  
Advisories are issued at least once an hour, usually 
simultaneous with PTWC's International Bulletins, until they 
are ended with a final advisory. 

 
iii. Tsunami Watch.  Issued by criteria specified above in section 

1.a.iii, a Tsunami Watch indicates a large earthquake has 
occurred and there is the threat of a destructive tsunami 
striking Hawaii in less than six hours but more than three 
hours (relative to the time the bulletin was issued). The 
estimated arrival time of the first tsunami wave is given in the 
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bulletin. A Watch is issued when sea level readings and other 
data are inconclusive for upgrading to a warning or canceling. 
Watches are issued at least once an hour, usually 
simultaneous with PTWC's International Bulletins, until they 
are either upgraded to a warning or ended with a cancellation.   

 
iv. Tsunami Warning.  Issued by criteria specified above in 

sections 1.a.iii and 1.a.iv, a Tsunami Warning indicates a large 
earthquake has occurred and there is the threat of a 
destructive tsunami striking Hawaii.  In some cases a warning 
for Hawaii may be issued as part of a Pacific-Wide Warning 
when sea level readings and other available data confirm that 
a widespread destructive tsunami is underway.  In other cases 
a warning may be issued to Hawaii when sea level and other 
data are inconclusive but there is less than three hours until 
the estimated arrival time of the first tsunami wave. The 
estimated arrival time is given in the bulletin. Warnings are 
issued at least once an hour, usually simultaneous with 
PTWC's International Bulletins, until they are cancelled.   

 
c. Hawaii Bulletins for Local Events.  PTWC's "Hawaii Bulletins" for 

local events fall into only two categories – a Local Tsunami Information 
Bulletin, and an Urgent Local Tsunami Warning.  Seconds are critical 
for local tsunamis, since tsunami waves can come onshore 
immediately in the vicinity of the earthquake epicenter, and within 
minutes the waves can race along the coast and strike nearby 
population centers.  Consequently, bulletins for local events are issued 
initially by voice on HAWAS for immediate action, with a more detailed 
text message issued in the following minutes over the Inter-island Data 
Net (IDN).  Initial bulletins for local events are preceded by a brief 
"Heads-Up Message" to alert warning points and EOC's that a bulletin 
is coming and to get ready to respond quickly and appropriately.  

 
i. “Heads Up” Message.  A HAWAS only voice announcement 

from PTWC that a Hawaii earthquake has just occurred and it 
is investigating.  (NOTE:  State Warning Point conducts an 
immediate roll call.)  PTWC will issue one of the following 
bulletins within the next few seconds to minutes at most based 
on their analysis of the event. 

ii. Local Tsunami Information Bulletin.  Initial HAWAS voice 
announcement indicating that a Hawaii earthquake has just 
occurred with a magnitude less than or equal to 6.8.  No 
tsunami is expected.  (NOTE:  State Warning Point 
immediately disseminates HAWAS voice information.) A “hard 
copy” text bulletin with more detailed information will be issued 
by PTWC over the IDN following the voice announcement. 
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PTWC will continue to monitor nearby sea level and runup 
instruments and upgrade to an urgent local tsunami warning if 
warranted based on all available data.     

iii. Urgent Local Tsunami Warning.  Initial HAWAS voice 
announcement indicating an urgent local tsunami warning is in 
effect for designated counties or for the entire State of Hawaii.  
The warning is based on the occurrence of a Hawaii 
earthquake with a magnitude of 6.9 or greater, or on other 
earthquake, sea level, and runup data indicative of a 
destructive local tsunami.  (NOTE:  State Warning Point 
immediately initiates action to evacuate designated county 
coastlines.) A “hard copy” text message with more detailed 
information will be issued by PTWC over the IDN following the 
voice announcement.  Supplemental warning messages may 
be issued as time permits over HAWAS and IDN with updated 
information, particularly sea level readings and runup gauge 
triggers.  The warning will end with a cancellation over 
HAWAS and the IDN when tsunami wave activity has 
subsided to safe levels on most gauges. (NOTE:  State 
Warning Point immediately disseminates voice information.  
The “All Clear” is issued by the Civil Defense of the affected 
Counties.) 

 
2. Siren Sounding.  Tsunami Warnings are accompanied by sounding of 

sirens, and disseminated over the Statewide Emergency Alert System (EAS) 
as soon as practicable. 

 
a. SCD coordinates initial statewide siren sounding with all counties for a 

distant tsunami. 
 
b. Evacuation siren soundings are made as determined by County Civil 

Defense Administrators. 
 

i. Each sounding is accompanied by a “live” EAS broadcast 
clearly specifying the area for which the broadcast is 
applicable. 

ii. Sounding of siren by each county will be closely coordinated, 
when possible, with other counties and SCD over the State 
HAWAS. 

iii. Siren evacuation soundings are generally made at the 
following intervals: 

 
1. Three hours from first estimated tsunami wave arrival. 
2. Two hours from first estimated tsunami wave arrival. 
3. One hour from first estimated tsunami wave arrival. 
4. Thirty minutes from first estimated tsunami wave arrival. 
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3. Warning Cancellation.  PTWC issues a Warning Cancellation when the 

threat of a tsunami wave no longer exists for the State of Hawaii. 
 
4. All Clear.  The counties independently announce an “All Clear” message 

when they determine it is safe to re-enter tsunami evacuation zones and 
necessary precautions are in place.  Counties use EAS to distinguish 
between Tsunami Warning Cancellation and an “All Clear” announcement. 
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HAWAII TSUNAMI EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
 

ANNEX:  DISTANT-GENERATED TSUNAMI RESPONSE CHECKLIST 
 
 
I.   PURPOSE   
   
      To provide procedural guidance and action steps to be followed in responding to a notification of a 

potential distant-generated tsunami that could impact the Hawaiian Islands. 
 
II.  GENERAL 
 

In the event of an earthquake, or other underwater incident, with the potential of generating a 
tsunami, the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center (PTWC) could issue a Tsunami Advisory Bulletin 
concerning the incident while determining whether or not a tsunami has been generated. 
Notification will normally be issued over the HAWAS and the Inter-Island Data System.  However, 
information may also be passed through AIRCOM, the SWP, or directly from PTWC after normal 
office hours.  If a tsunami watch or warning is issued by PTWC, the Civil Defense system will be 
used to alert the public [Emergency Alert System (EAS)].  Sirens will be used to advise those in 
threatened areas of evacuation procedures and other protective measures. 

 
The State Civil Defense Initial Response Team (IRT) will report to the Emergency Operating 
Center (EOC):  1) only when directed and; 2) upon receipt of notification of a Tsunami Advisory 
Bulletin with a moment magnitude of 7.1 or greater (in Alaska, Aleutian Islands, British Columbia, 
Washington, Oregon or California) or 7.6 or greater (in the South Pacific). 

 
Personnel assigned to Crisis Action Team (CAT) A will report to the State EOC upon receipt of a 
Tsunami Watch or Warning Bulletin for the State of Hawaii. 

 
III. ACTIONS REQUIRED ON INITIAL NOTIFICATION 
 

[  ] NOTE:  Complete Annex B, Emergency Operation Center Activation Checklist   
(Primary Notification means of contacting State Civil Defense Staff is the SCD Telephone 
notification / Recall Roster) 

 
    Event ________________, Time __________, Watch/Warning Issued, 
 
    1st wave arrival Time ______ at ___________. 
 
(RED)  [  ] A. Open Incident Journal and record all information received concerning the 

incident, and confirm details with the source, if necessary.  
(Location:  EM2000 Live - Incident Recorder) 
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(BLUE) [  ] B. Notify Vice Director.  If unable to contact, notify Director. NOTE: If unable to 

contact Vice Director, and Director, contact DAG. 
 
 Yes / No / _______ Recommend/Confirm 1st Statewide siren sounding time for  

1st wave arrival.     Time ______/By ______ 
 Yes / No / _______ Recommend/Request his guidance on school closures       

   and State Worker release.    Time ______/By ______ 
 
 Yes / No / _______ Recommend/Request his guidance on Audio/Video broadcasts. 
           Time ______/By ______ 
 Yes / No / _______ Verify that Vice Director will inform Director and Governor of situation. 
           Time ______/By ______ 

Yes / No / _______ Obtain Vice Director’s approval to notify CAP of possible  
                        Tsunami threat.     Time _____/By ______ 
 
(GREEN)  [  ] C. Call Team Leader, if unable, call alternate leader that SCD is activating the  

recall system and call lists.  Note: This step is critical when activation is required 
during duty hours.  Time ______/By_____ 

 
(RED)  [  ] D. Confirm via HAWAS County Civil Defense Agencies are aware of the possible 

Tsunami generation.  If no response contact CD Administrator via normal 
phone lines. 

    [  ]  Kauai      [  ]  Oahu     [  ]  Maui     [  ]  Hawaii 
[  ]  Set up Siren warning coordination conference time at 1st wave        
arrival minus 3.5 hours.    Time ______/By ______ 

 
(GREEN) [  ] E. Contact/verify PIO release with Team Leader and Telecom to prepare audio 

broadcast (script/hardware).      Time _____/By 
______ 

 
(BLUE)  [  ] F. Notify Civil Air Patrol (CAP) of possible threat of Tsunami. (NOTE: Stress NOT 

an approval for flight.  Preparation only)     Time 
_____/By ______ 

 
(BLUE)  [  ] G. Contact following to advise them of a possible Tsunami generation: 
 

1. EAS Announcer. 
 
2. JTF-HD Operations Center.  

 
3. USPACOM Command Center, Camp H. M. Smith. 
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4. FEMA Pacific Area Office. 

 
            [  ] H.  Prepare video brief for broadcast.  Obtain Vice Director’s or Team Leader’s   

Approval to broadcast video brief.    Time _____/By ______ 
 
   Video Slides - (J:\EMERGENCY\Tsunami\Video Crawlers & Slides\ ) 
   Crawlers -       (Video room \Computer A\Codi Pro Program ) 
   

NOTE:  Confirm coordination with cable access providers for broadcast 
completed by Telecomm. 

 
            [  ] I.  Post EOC display boards with first wave arrival times, significant weather 
                     information, field station readings, and any other critical items. 
 

(GREEN) [  ] J. Verify with “B” Team Leader completion of: 
 
            [  ] Telephone Notification/Recall System  Time ______/By _____ 
        Call List #1 ________ Call List #2 ________  Call List #3 __________ 
            [  ] Individuals not contacted: ________________________________________ 
   _________________________________________________________________ 
 

(GREEN)  [  ] K.  Obtain status of school evacuation & closure policy from Team Leader.  If 
status not available contact Department of Education Representative.  
 Time ______/By _____ 

        
(GREEN)  [  ] L.  Obtain status of State Worker Evacuation policy from Team Leader.  If status  

not available contact Department of Human Resources Development Director.  
If unable, contact HRD Deputy.       
 Time _____/By ______ 

 
(GREEN)  [  ] M. Obtain status of Federal Worker Evacuation Policy.  Contact Federal  
                           Executive Board Representative     Time _____/By ______ 
 

           [  ] N.  CONFIRM ANNEX B (EOC Activation Checklist) COMPLETED. 
           Time _____/By ______ 
 

[  ] O.  Prepare for Audio Transmissions. NOTE:  A 15-minute countdown with 
Radio/TV stations prior to an actual broadcast MUST be initiated. 

 
      [  ]  Audio 

[  ] Confirm Audio Booths open.    Time ______/By ______ 
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    [  ] Confirm Audio Equipment turned on.  Time ______/By ______ 
    [  ] Confirm Audio script prepared.           Time ______/By ______ 
    [  ] Vice Director’s approval to Broadcast.  Time ______/By ______ 
    [  ] Announcer is present.          Time ______/By ______ 

[  ] Confirm countdown is coordinated  Time ______/By ______ 
 

     [  ]  Video 
    [  ] Update video brief (Power Point).  Time ______/By ______ 
    [  ] Vice Director’s approval to broadcast.  Time ______/By ______ 
 
NOTE:  The first siren sounding (1ST wave arrival time minus 3 hours) will be accomplished 

simultaneously statewide.  Time permitting and with proper coordination, sirens may be 
sounded earlier than 3 hours before 1st wave arrival.  Subsequent siren soundings may be 
accomplished by individual counties based on wave arrival estimates for each county / island. 

 
(RED)  [  ] P.  Coordinate via HAWAS Initial Siren Sounding with all County Civil Defense      

           Administrators. (1st  Wave arrival minus 3 hours)  (Time__________).   
           Time ______/By ______ 

 
 

 
 
 
           [  ] Q.  If a Tsunami Watch / Warning cancellation is received go to section VII. 

 
IV.  ACTIONS REQUIRED ON CONFIRMATION OF TSUNAMI (WARNING) 
 

(RED)            [  ] A.  Determine time/height of high tide for islands._________________________. 
(Location:  PDC Home Page/Tide Information & Tide Gauge Data) or the 
posted Tide Calendar.                                                                                      
Check Surf conditions for islands. __________________________________.  
(Location: PDC Home Page/Today’s Weather/Marine Info/Surf Observations & 
Forecasts).  Post information on Boards.  Time ______/By ______ 

 
                      [  ] B.  Confirm via HAWAS the timing for sounding the Civil Defense sirens, and the initial 

           State EAS announcement with County Civil Defense Administrators. 
 
(Note:  Civil Defense sirens will be sounded a minimum of four times prior to arrival of the 1st wave.) 
 
   Once when first wave ETA is three hours    (Time ___________). 
 
   Again when ETA is two hours      (Time ___________). 

 ELAPSED EOC ACTIVATION TIME STANDARD TO THIS POINT IN 
CHECKLIST IS 30 MINUTES 
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   Again when ETA is one hour      (Time ___________). 
 
   And finally when ETA is one-half hour    (Time ___________). 

REMINDER:  DURING SIREN SOUNDING TELEPHONE LINES WILL BE UNUSABLE 
FOR APPROXIMATELY 15 MINUTES.      

(BLUE)    [  ] C. Notify Vice Director.  
    If unable to contact, notify Director. 
 

        NOTE:  If unable to contact Vice-Director, and Director, contact DAG.              
           
 Time ______/By ______ 

             
(BLUE) [  ] D.   Notify Civil Air Patrol (CAP). Advise them to launch with mission number 

(Obtain # from Plans & Ops)      Time ______/By 
______  

 
 [  ] E.   Prepare initial Status Report and Briefing for Governor/Director.  
 

       (J:\EMERGENCY\Tsunami\Correspondence\ )  
                (J:\EMERGENCY\Tsunami\Briefings\         )  Time ______/By ______ 
 

            [  ] F.  UPDATE NOTIFIER MESSAGE AS NECESSARY.  Time ______/By ______ 
  

[  ] G.   Team Leader considers authorizing on duty EOC staff to make one short        
              personal phone call to inform family of impending siren sounding. 

 
(RED) [  ] H.  CONFIRM with TELECOM, that the Joint Military Disaster                    

Communications Net is activated.   Time ______/By ______ 
         

(RED)       [  ] I.  CONFIRM all State Civil Defense Coordinators ARE AWARE of the  
Tsunami WARNING.     Time ______/By ______ 

 
(RED)     [  ] J.  Monitor / CONFIRM with TELECOM, all Counties for 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 

   siren sounding of the 1st wave’s arrival.     
 
    (2nd sounding Kauai _____, Oahu ____, Maui ____, Hawaii ____) 
 
    (3rd sounding Kauai _____, Oahu ____, Maui ____, Hawaii ____) 
 
    (4th sounding Kauai _____, Oahu ____, Maui ____, Hawaii ____) 
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(GREEN)        [  ] K.  Poll State Civil Defense Coordinators following 2nd siren sounding for status  
                          update or problems incurred.     Time ______/By ______ 
 

   [  ] L.  If a Tsunami Watch/Warning cancellation is received go to section VII.  If not,   
           continue.   
 
 
 
 
V. RESPONSE ACTIONS (Wave Arrival Through Tsunami Warning Cancellation) 
 

AGENCY SEARCH & RESCUE LAW 
ENFORC MEDICAL ACTIVATE 

SERT SHELTER GOV’S
PROC 

 SEARCH/ 
RECON 

RESCUE 
MARITIME 

RESCUE 
LAND  PREP 

TO 
RESPOND 
TO    

DOH/HAH     X X X   
USCG/JRCC X X X X      
DOT-AIRPORTS    X      
DOT/HARBORS X X  X       
HING X  X X      
DLNR X X X X   X   
CAP X         
DAGS       X   
JTF - HD  X X X   X    
HI US&R TF X  X       
ARC X      X X  
DOE       X X  
DHS       X   
HTA        X  
DoAgri       X X  
PSD X   X      
AG         X 

 
      Call following agencies for assistance (see response matrix above): 

 
[  ] A.  Call DOH/HAH.  Be prepared to respond to medical emergencies. Be prepared to respond 

to SERT activation.         
Time______/By_____ 

         
    [  ] B.  Call USCG/Joint Rescue Coordination Center. Be prepared to conduct search and rescue 

on land and sea. Be prepared to assist with law enforcement in maritime areas.         
                                                                          Time______/By_____ 
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    [  ] C.  Call DOT-AIRPORTS. 
Request DOT-AIRPORTS contact FAA to close affected airports and restrict airspace. 
Request immediate status of airports in Hilo, Keahole-Kona, and Kahului.  

   Time______/By_____ 
 
    [  ] D.  Call DOT/Harbors. Be prepared to conduct maritime search and rescue in Harbors. Be 

prepared to provide law enforcement for Harbors      areas.             
               Time______/By_____ 

 
   [  ] E.  Call HING.  Be prepared to assist with land search and rescue. Be prepared to assist with 

law enforcement  Time______/By_____ 
                            

[  ] F.  Call DLNR.  
Be prepared to conduct search, reconnaissance and rescue on land.   
Be prepared to provide law enforcement when requested. 

   Be prepared to respond to SERT activation.                                Time______/By_____ 
 
    [  ] G.  Call CAP.  
   Be prepared to conduct search and reconnaissance.                    Time______/By_____ 
 
    [  ] H.  Call DAGS.  
   Be prepared to respond to SERT activation and provide a SERT meeting place.  
                                                                                                                        Time______/By_____ 
    [  ] I.   Call JTF-HD USARPAC (DSCA).  
  Be prepared to assist with reconnaissance, search and rescue on land and sea.                 
         Be prepared to assist with medical response.                                    Time______/By_____ 
 
    [  ] J.  Call US&R Task Force.    
  Be prepared to activate the Hawaii US&R Task Force Phone Tree. 
                                                                                                                      Time______/By_____ 
    [  ] K.  Call ARC.  
   Be prepared to assist with damage assessment and shelter management. 
              Be prepared to respond to SERT activation.                                    Time______/By_____ 
 
    [  ] L.  Call DOE.  

  Be prepared to respond to SERT activation and assist with shelters.   
   Request immediate status of schools in affected areas.                Time______/By_____ 
 
    [  ] M.  Call DHS.  
   Be prepared to respond to SERT activation.                                    Time______/By_____ 

  
    [  ] N.  Call Governor’s Tourism Liaison.  Be prepared to assist with the sheltering of tourists.  
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Time______/By_____ 
 
    [  ] O.  Call DAgri. Be prepared to respond to SERT  activation and assist with shelter feeding.  

              Time______/By_____         
    [  ] P.  Call PSD. Be prepared to assist with reconnaissance and law enforcement.                       

                      Time______/By_____ 
                  
    [  ] Q.  Call USDA/FSA.                        Time______/By_____ 
               Be prepared to convene the State Emergency Board and Food Advisory Council. 
   
 
 
 
    [  ] R.  Verify with  “B” Team Leader completion of:                                     Time _____/By _____ 
 

   [  ]  Telephone Notification/Recall.  
   
       Call List #1 ________ Call List #2 ________ Call List #3 __________ 
 
            [  ]  Individuals not contacted:   _________________________________________ 
        _______________________________________________________________ 
                Time______/By_____ 
    [  ] S.  Call AG. 

     Be prepared to assist with drafting the Governor’s Proclamation.   Time______/By_____ 
       

VI.  RESPONSE AND RECOVERY ACTIONS (Tsunami Warning Cancellation Through “ALL            
      CLEAR”) 
   
    Rapid Needs Assessment 
 

    [  ] A.  Request PERDISREPS from State and County agencies.  Damage information will help 
    to determine RNA actions. Information entered into EM2000.                    

               Time______/By_____ 
  
   [  ] B.  Verify with Vice Director composition, number and deployment plans for Rapid Needs    

Assessment teams (Coordination with ESF #5 Planning Cell). Determination will be based 
on severity of damages initially reported or expected in each County and population of 
affected areas.           Time______/By_____ 

    
  [  ] C.  RNA teams prepare for deployment: 
 

     _____ Logistics (Equipment, travel arrangements, resource materials) 
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     _____ Coordinate with County Civil Defense Agencies 
 
     _____ Coordinate with National Guard (Staff support for 
      RNA teams, and transportation) 
 

_____ Coordinate with State Agencies (DOT, DAGS, DOE) 
             Time_____/By_____ 

 
  [  ] D.  Control Point staff assists RNA teams to coordinate support required for assessment.       

   (National Guard, State agencies – DOT, DAGS, DOE)  Time_____/By_____
               

   [  ] E.  Notify Federal Agencies  
           _____ Mobile Emergency Response Support (MERS) Operations Center (MOC) 
 
    _____ Federal Emergency Management Agency PAO  Time______/By_____ 

  [  ] F.  Activate the State Emergency Response Team upon the Director or Vice Director’s      
                 approval (Coordination with ESF #5 Planning Cell).    Time______/By_____

  
   [  ] G.  Request HING augmentation to the State EOC    Time______/By_____ 
             

  [  ] H.  Ensure State EOC maintains liaison with CAP, National Guard, and other agencies with   
       an aerial observation and monitoring capability (Note: May be necessary for evacuation   
       management and/or damage assessment.)       Time______/By_____
                
  [  ] I.  Monitor 14th Coast Guard District’s search efforts.    Time______/By_____ 

              
  [  ] J.  Establish time and procedures for a press conference.    

 Prepare to establish a Joint Information Center.   Time______/By_____ 
              

   [  ] K.  Contact EOC volunteers to determine availability for duty. 
                       (Building Safety Inspections for occupancy.)     Time______/By_____ 
                                                                                                                               
             [  ] L.  Report RNA results to Vice Director.  

            (Information received from RNA teams)      Time______/By_____ 
             

  [  ] M.  Coordinate Emergency Needs.         (Information received from RNA teams) 
 
      _____  Coordinate with FEMA 
 
      _____ Coordinate with SERT 
     



Attachment 2 
 

D:\lkong\PTWS-XXI\Exercise\NDMO StandardOperatingProcedures\NDMO_HIAnnex E (Distant Tsunami Checklist) 3-3-05 
Final.doc 

Page 10 of 13 
 
 

                

      _____ Coordinate with Red Cross 
 
      _____ Coordinate with VOAD 
 
      _____ Arrange staging sites and transportation with  
        National Guard 
 
      _____ Arrange distribution sites with  

County Civil Defense agencies                    Time______/By_____ 
   

  [  ] N.  Evaluate damage reports, confer with County Civil Defense agencies and FEMA to           
 determine if a joint Preliminary Damage Assessment should be conducted. 

            Time______/By_____ 
 

  [  ] O.  Confer with County Civil Defense Agencies to determine need and location for Disaster    
 Assistance and Recovery Centers (DARCs). 

 
     _____ Get approval for DARC management plan from the Vice Director. 
 
     _____ Coordinate with county civil defense agencies the locations 
               for DARC. 
 
     _____ Coordinate DARC set-up by SCD team 
  
     _____ Coordinate with State Agencies  
                (Dept. of Health, Dept. of Taxation, Dept. of Labor and 
                Industrial Relations, Dept. of Business, Economic  
                Development and Tourism, Dept. of Agriculture, Dept. of 
                Human Services, Dept. of Commerce and Consumer Affairs.) 
 
     _____ Coordinate with Federal Agencies (as appropriate) 
                FEMA, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, U.S. Small Business 
                Agency (SBA) 

             Time______/By_____
          

  [  ] P.  Prepare briefing for Governor on RNA  information.      Time______/By_____ 
 
          [  ] Q.  Prepare press releases.       Time______/By_____ 
 

  Preliminary Damage Assessment 
 
   [  ] R.  Verify with Vice Director actions for joint PDA to be 
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            completed: (based on areas to inspect) 
 

_____ Number of teams 
     

_____  Team compositions for Hazard Mitigation, Individual 
 Assistance, Public Assistance 
 

_____  Support from Federal/State Agencies  
– SBA, DOT, DAGS, DOE  

            Time______/By_____ 
  [  ] S.  Coordinate the conduct of joint PDAs: 

 
       _____ FEMA and County Civil Defense agencies 
 
       _____ Coordinate operating site for joint PDA teams 
 
       _____ Select areas to be inspected 
 
       _____ State agencies to support PDAs – DOT, DOE, DAGS 
 
         _____ Federal agencies – SBA    Time______/By_____

             
      [  ] T.  Coordinate transportation with National Guard for joint  

  Preliminary Damage Assessments.               Time______/By_____ 
 

   [  ] U.  Coordinate receipt of County Emergency Proclamations.  Time______/By_____
     
     [  ] V.  Receive results from JPDA and report to Vice Director.  Time______/By_____ 
 
   [  ] W. Coordinate preparation of Draft copy of Governor’s Proclamation for Vice Director using   
                        information from PDA.  (Coordination with ESF #5 Planning Cell/AG CDC)                  
            Time______/By_____ 
  

  [  ] X.  Coordinate with the Attorney General CDC preparation of Draft letter to the President    
                      via FEMA Region IX requesting an Emergency Declaration for Director and  

  Vice Director. (J:\EMERGENCY\HURRICANE\  ) (Coordination with ESF #5 Planning 
Cell)                              Time______/By_____ 

 
  [  ] Y.  Team Leader to submit summary of “Requests For Assistance” (RFA) to Administrative    

  Officer after shift changeover.       Time______/By_____ 
 
VII.  ACTIONS REQUIRED ON CANCELLATION OF TSUNAMI WATCH/WARNING  
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Cancellation of a Tsunami watch or warning must be communicated to all County, State, Federal 
departments and agencies as well as the public.  

 
  [  ] A. Note time PTWC cancels the Tsunami Watch/Warning for the State of Hawaii.   
           Time _____/By _____ 

 
  [  ] B. If cancellation occurs before first wave arrival time, NOTIFY the following: 

 
1. Vice Director.  If unable to contact, notify Director. 

 
       NOTE: If unable to contact Vice Director, and Director,   
       contact DAG. 
         Time _____/By _____ 
 

2.   Call Team Leader.  She will notify all  
         on Recall Roster who have not reported to the EOC and the CD 

Coordinators.     Time _____/By _____ 
 

3.   EAS Announcer.  
         Time _____/By _____ 
 

4.   JTF-HD Operations Center.      
             Time _____/By _____ 

 
   5.    USPACOM Command Center, Camp H. M. Smith. 
         Time _____/By _____ 

 
   6.  FEMA Pacific Area Office. 
         Time _____/By _____ 
 

7.  Department of Education Representative.    Time _____/By _____ 
 

    8.  Department of Human Resources Development Director.  If unable, 
contact DHRD Deputy Janice Kemp.     
 Time _____/By _____ 

          
9. Federal Executive Board Representative. Time _____/By _____ 

  
  10.  Team leader for Public Information announcements and Telecom to 

prepare for the audio broadcast.     Time _____/By_____ 
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      11.   Prepare video crawler for broadcast.  Obtain Vice   
             Director’s Approval to broadcast.   Time _____/By _____ 

 
      12.   Civil Air Patrol (CAP).    Time _____/By _____ 
      

  13.   Tsunami Advisor(s).                           Time _____/By _____ 
          
  14.   HING EOC.      Time _____/By ____ 

 
[  ] C. When PTWC issues a watch/warning cancellation, SCD will coordinate an “ALL CLEAR” 

                      announcement with each county Civil Defense Agency. (Ensure all Counties are in 
                      receipt of PTWC cancellation). 
 

Time “All Clear” announced ______________. 
                      (Each County Administrator will initiate “All Clear” EBS / EAS transmission for their 
                      County.) 

 
[  ] D.  If appropriate, deactivate the EOC.  Complete Section VII of this checklist. 

        Time _____/By _____
           

VIII.  DEACTIVATION CHECKLIST 
  
 [  ] A.  Complete the EOC Deactivation Checklist (Annex C).   Time_____/By______ 
 
 [  ] B.  Complete the Incident Journal      Time_____/By______ 
 
 
 

 
  
_______________________________  ______________________ 

                                       APPROVED BY          DATE 
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HAWAII TSUNAMI EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
 

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES  FOR LOCALLY GENERATED 
TSUNAMI AND EARTHQUAKE 

 
 

I. PURPOSE:   
 

To provide procedural guidance for SCD staff in responding to a 
Pacific Tsunami Warning Center (PTWC) issued URGENT 
TSUNAMI WARNING or Local Tsunami Information Bulletin due to 
an earthquake in the Hawaiian Islands. 

 
II. GENERAL:   

 
A. A locally generated tsunami can occur at any time in the Hawaiian 

Islands.  Arrival of damaging tsunami waves from the time of the 
seismic event can occur almost immediately and up to sixty 
minutes depending upon distance from the epicenter.  A local 
tsunami will most likely originate from a Big Island coastal 
earthquake or coastal landslide. 

 
B. PTWC will issue an URGENT TSUNAMI WARNING under the 

following conditions in the Hawaiian Islands: 1) An earthquake 
occurs greater than a preliminary 6.8 magnitude or 2) coastal tide 
stations and recorders detect tsunami waves.  The PTWC notifies 
the National Weather Service (NWS), which initiates the URGENT 
TSUNAMI WARNING Emergency Alert System (EAS) Message.  
Additionally, PTWC, via HAWAS, contacts County Warning Points 
(CWPs), which activate their County Siren Systems as designated.  
These actions are taken immediately regardless of the time of day 
since the danger of initial run up of the tsunami is imminent. 

 
C. In the event of a seismic ground-shaking event with NO expected 

tsunami generation, PTWC will issue a Local Tsunami Information 
Bulletin. 

 
D. The media is simultaneously receiving information on the event via 

NOAA Weather Wire and NOAA Weather Radio. 
 

III. FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 

A. SCD staff receiving a PTWC URGENT TSUNAMI WARNING via 
pager or cell phone for any location within the State of Hawaii  
(whether accompanied by siren sounding or not) will immediately 
and as safely as possible report to the Emergency Operating 
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Center (EOC) in Diamond Head Crater.  If unable to SAFELY 
respond to the EOC, proceed to an alternate location.  These 
locations could include Oahu Civil Defense Agency (OCDA), the 
Hawaii Regional Air Operations Control Center (HIRAOCC), 
Wheeler Army Airfield, or a National Guard Armory.  SCD staff that 
are unable to respond to EOC should communicate their alternate 
location to the EOC. 

 
B. SCD Staff will use discretion during off duty hours. If an SCD Staff 

member is with family and within close proximity to the EOC, 
proceed to EOC with the family.  

 
C. As a minimum, SCD staff should be aware as to whether primary-

driving routes from residence to EOC traverse published tsunami 
evacuation maps in the front of the telephone book. 

 
IV. OPERATIONS: 

 
A. Upon receipt of a 1) URGENT TSUNAMI WARNING, or 2) Local               

Tsunami Information Bulletin with strong earthquake magnitude 6.0 
or greater, Crisis Action Team (CAT) A personnel will activate the 
EOC Control Point during duty hours.  CAT B personnel will fill 
vacant CAT A positions. During non-duty hours, all SCD personnel 
are directed to immediately proceed to the EOC as rapidly and 
safely as possible.     

 
B. When directed, the Initial Response Team (IRT) will report to the 

EOC upon receipt of a Local Tsunami Information Bulletin with 
moderate earthquake magnitude 5.5 – 5.9 to assess earthquake 
ground-shaking effects. 

 
C. The B Team Leader has the responsibility for telephonic notification 

of the Civil Defense coordinators for State agencies.  Civil Defense 
Coordinators are to be reminded to submit PERDISREP two hours 
following an urgent local tsunami warning event or seismic ground-
shaking event.  

 
D. Based on availability of SCD personnel, CAT A and CAT B Team 

Leaders will reconstitute teams as appropriate for continuous 
manning of the EOC.    

 
E. SCD Staff members are reminded that the combination to the 

security lock to the Kahala tunnel is XXX. The combination to the 
lock at the EOC access gate is XXX. Ruger security should be 
contacted to leave the gates unlocked for arriving personnel.  
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V. ADMINISTRATION AND SUPPORT: 
 

A. The Plans and Operations Branch is responsible for maintaining a 
copy of the SOP in the Control Point SOP Operations Manual. 
Persons assigned to SCD should be provided an email copy. 

 
B. Branch Chiefs and supervisors will ensure employees are familiar 

with the SOP.   
 
C. The Training, Education and Information (TEI) Branch will support 

training needs for all employees. 
 
D. Recommendations for additions, deletions or modifications to the 

SOP will be submitted through Branch Chiefs to Plans and 
Operations. 

 
E. Branch Chiefs will report to Plans and Operations any changes in 

equipment or procedures or status of equipment that might affect 
procedures for executing this SOP. 

 
 
 

 
 

APPROVED: __________________________        DATE: ____________ 

   EDWARD T. TEIXEIRA 
    Vice Director of Civil Defense 
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HAWAII TSUNAMI EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
 

ANNEX:  LOCALLY GENERATED TSUNAMI RESPONSE CHECKLIST 
 
 
 I.   PURPOSE To provide procedural guidance and action steps to be followed in responding to a 

Pacific Tsunami Warning Center (PTWC) issued URGENT TSUNAMI WARNING due to a local      
seismic event. 

 
 II.   GENERAL Pacific Tsunami Warning Center (PTWC) will issue an URGENT TSUNAMI 

Warning under the following conditions in the Hawaiian Islands:  1) An earthquake occurs greater 
than a preliminary 6.8 magnitude near the coastline or 2) coastal tide stations and recorders detect 
tsunami waves. The PTWC notifies the National Weather Service (NWS), which initiates the 
URGENT TSUNAMI WARNING Emergency Alert System (EAS) Message.  Additionally, PTWC, via 
HAWAS, contacts County Warning Points (CWPs), which activate their County Siren Systems as 
appropriate.  These actions are taken immediately regardless of the time of day since the danger of 
initial run up of the tsunami is imminent.   

 
 III.   IMMEDIATE OUTSIDE AGENCY ACTIONS 
 
       [  ] A.  PTWC issues via HAWAS, an URGENT TSUNAMI WARNING due to a local seismic             

          event as well as a text message of the event. 
 
       [  ] B.  NWS INITIATES EAS message for a Local URGENT TSUNAMI Warning.  NWS will               

         REPEAT transmitting the EAS message for URGENT TSUNAMI every FIVE minutes until       
         cancellation of the URGENT TSUNAMI Warning. 

 
       [  ] C.  Upon receipt of HAWAS message, designated County Warning Points in Tsunami     

Warning areas sound sirens immediately.  Sirens will initially sound for a continuous 3-minute 
period.  Counties have the option of repeating the siren sounding pattern. 

 
       [  ] D.  County Civil Defense will use their “Live Broadcast” capability to provide amplifying                

          information to their county as desired. 
 
       [  ] E.  Television and Radio stations will rebroadcast the EAS message for URGENT TSUNAMI       

         Warning when received until the warning is cancelled. 
 
     IV.    ACTIONS REQUIRED ON INITIAL NOTIFICATION 
 
 [  ] A.  Verify, via HAWAS,  that sirens were sounded on affected counties.     
   (Hawaii _____, Maui ____, Oahu ____, Kauai _____)      Time ______/By ______ 
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 [  ] B.  Verify activation via TELECOMM of the EAS by the NWS,  insure proper message is being 
     broadcasted. 
 
 [  ] C.  Notify Vice Director.  If unable to contact, notify Director. 

 Yes / No / _______ Verify that Vice Director will inform Director and Governor of situation. 
                       Time ______/By ______ 

 
 [  ] D.  Activate the EOC.  Complete Annex B.                                  Time ______/By ______ 
 
 [  ] E.  Create via EM2000 an Incident and record in Message Tracker all information received  
                  concerning the incident, and confirm details with the source. 
  
        [  ] F.  Call “B” team Leader.  Verify “B” Team is activating the recall system & call lists.  Note:  

Request initial PERDISREPS at earthquake origin time plus two hours.   
   Time ______/By ______ 

 
       [  ] G.  Confirm via HAWAS County Civil Defense Agencies are aware of the possible 
        Tsunami generation. If no response contact the CD Administrator via normal phone  
        lines.  Request PERDISREPS at earthquake origin time, plus two hours. 
    [  ]  Hawaii    [  ]  Maui     [  ]  Oahu      [  ]  Kauai    Time ______/By ______ 
 
       [  ] H.  Contact the following to advise them of a possible Tsunami generation: 

 
[  ] 1.  United States Army Pacific (USARPAC) if  

                                           unable, contact USAG-HI - Duty Officer. 
 

[  ] 2.  USPACOM Command Center, Camp H. M. Smith. 
 

[  ] 3.  FEMA Pacific Area Office.  
            Time ______/By ______ 
 
       [  ] I.   Request the Pacific Disaster Center run and post the HAZUS (Hazards U.S.) Earthquake 
                 Loss Estimation Model on the PDC web site to provide preliminary damage estimate 
                 including graphics presentation.   
 
       [  ] J.  CONFIRM ANNEX B (EOC Activation Checklist) COMPLETED. Time ______/By ______ 
 
 
 
 
 
      [  ] K.  Prepare initial Status Report & Briefing for Governor/Director.    Time ______/By ______    

(J:\EMERGENCY\Tsunami\Correspondence\ )   
               (J:\EMERGENCY\Tsunami\Briefings\         ) 
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      [  ] L.   If a Tsunami Warning cancellation is received go to section VII, if not, continue. 
 

V. RESPONSE 
 

AGENCY SEARCH & RESCUE LAW 
ENFORC MEDICAL ACTIVATE 

SERT SHELTER GOV’S
PROC 

 SEARCH/ 
RECON 

RESCUE 
MARITIME 

RESCUE 
LAND  PREP 

TO 
RESPOND 

TO    

DOH/HAH     X X X   
USCG/JRCC X X X X      
DOT-AIRPORTS    X      
DOT/HARBORS X X  X       
HING X  X X      
DLNR X X X X   X   
CAP X      X   
DAGS       X   
USARPAC(MSCA) X X X   X    
HI US&R TF X  X       
ARC X      X X  
DOE       X X  
DHS       X   
HTA        X  
Dagri       X X  
PSD X   X      
AG         X 

 
Call following agencies for assistance (see response matrix above): 

 
      [  ] A.   Call DOH/HAH.  Be prepared to respond to medical emergencies. 
                 Be prepared to respond to SERT activation.                             Time_______/By______ 
 
        [  ] B.  Call USCG/Joint Rescue Coordination Center.  
    Be prepared to conduct search and rescue on land and sea.   

 Be prepared to assist with law enforcement in maritime areas. Time_______/By______ 
 

      [  ] C.   Call DOT-AIRPORTS. 
     Request DOT-AIRPORTS contact FAA to close affected airports and restrict airspace. 
     Request immediate status of airports in Hilo, Keahole-Kona, and Kahului.  
             Time_______/By______ 
 
 
      [  ] D.   Call DOT/Harbors.  
           Be prepared to conduct maritime search and rescue in Harbors. 
           Be prepared to provide law enforcement for Harbors areas.  Time_______/By______ 
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            [  ] E.   Call HING.  
                 Be prepared to assist with land search and rescue. 
           Be prepared to assist with law enforcement.                           Time_______/By______ 
 
      [  ] F.   Call DLNR.  
     Be prepared to conduct search, reconnaissance and rescue on land.   
           Be prepared to provide law enforcement when requested. 
                 Be prepared to respond to SERT activation.                         Time_______/By______ 
 
            [  ] G.   Call CAP.  
     Be prepared to conduct search and reconnaissance.             Time_______/By______ 
 
            [  ] H.   Call DAGS.  
                 Be prepared to respond to SERT activation and provide a SERT meeting place.  
                                                                                                                     Time_______/By______ 
            [  ] I.    Call USARPAC.  
                 Be prepared to assist with reconnaissance, search and rescue on land and sea.                
                      Be prepared to assist with medical response.                       Time_______/By______ 
 
            [  ] J.   Call US&R Task Force.    
          Be prepared to activate the Hawaii US&R Task Force Phone Tree. 
                                                                                                                    Time_______/By______ 
      [  ] K.   Call ARC.  
           Be prepared to assist with damage assessment and shelter management. 
                       Be prepared to respond to SERT activation.                         Time_______/By______ 
 
           [  ] L.   Call DOE, Rodney Goo.  
                 Be prepared to respond to SERT activation and assist with shelters.   
     Request immediate status of schools in affected areas.       Time_______/By______ 
 
      [  ] M.  Call DHS, Susan Yamamoto.  
           Be prepared to respond to SERT activation.                         Time_______/By______ 
       

[  ] N.  Call HTA.  
     Be prepared to assist with the sheltering of tourists.              Time_______/By______ 
 
      [  ] O.  Call DAgri.  
                       Be prepared to respond to SERT activation and assist with shelter feeding.                      
                      Time_______/By______ 
      [  ] P.   Call PSD.  
     Be prepared to assist with reconnaissance and law enforcement.  
                       Time_______/By______ 
      [  ] Q.  Call USDA/FSA. 
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                       Be prepared to convene the State Emergency Board and Food Advisory Council. 
   
            [  ] R.  Verify with  “B” Team Leader completion of:                                 Time ______/By ______ 
  [  ] Telephone Notification/Recall.    
   Call List #1 ________ Call List #2 ________  Call List #3 __________ 
  [  ] Individuals not contacted:   _________________________________________ 
   _________________________________________________________________ 
              Time_______/By______ 
      [  ] S.  Call AG.  
     Be prepared to assist with drafting the Governor’s Proclamation. 
                       Time_______/By______ 
 

VI. RECOVERY 
   
    Rapid Needs Assessment 
 

   [  ] A.  Review PERDISREPS from State and County agencies.  Damage information will help 
determine RNA actions. Information entered into EM2000.                    
         Time_______/By______ 

  
   [  ] B.  Verify with Vice Director composition, number and deployment plans for Rapid Needs    

     Assessment teams (Coordination with ESF #5 Planning Cell). Determination will be 
based on severity of damages initially reported or expected in each County and 
population of affected areas.  

            Time_______/By______ 
   

 [  ] C.  RNA teams prepare for deployment: 
 

     _____Logistics (Equipment, travel arrangements, resource 
                         materials) 
  
     _____Coordinate with County Civil Defense Agencies 
 
 
     _____Coordinate with National Guard (Staff support for 
     RNA teams, and transportation) 
 
 
            _____Coordinate with State Agencies (DOT, DAGS, DOE) 
            Time_______/By______ 
 

  [  ]  D.  Control Point staff assist RNA teams to coordinate support 
                required for assessment. (National Guard, State agencies – DOT, 
               DAGS, DOE)            
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           Time_______/By______ 
      
     [  ]  E.  Notify Federal Agencies  
 
            _____ Mobile Emergency Response Support (MERS) Operations 
               Center (MOC) 
 
        _____ Federal Emergency Management Agency PAO  
            Time_______/By______ 
 

        [  ]  F.  Activate the State Emergency Response Team upon the Director or Vice Director’s      
                   approval(Coordination with ESF #5 Planning Cell). 

            Time_______/By______ 
  

     [  ]  G.  Request HING augmentation to the State EOC. 
            Time______/By_______ 
 
     [  ]  H.  Ensure State EOC maintains liaison with CAP, National Guard, and other agencies with 

      an aerial observation and monitoring capability (Note: May be necessary for evacuation 
      management and/or damage assessment.)         
               
          Time_______/By______ 

   
    [  ]  I.   Monitor 14th Coast Guard District’s search efforts. 
             Time_______/By______ 
 

   [  ] J.   Establish time and procedures for a press conference.  Prepare to establish a Joint 
       Information Center.  

             Time_______/By______ 
 
  [  ] K.  Contact EOC volunteers to determine availability for duty. 
                         (Building Safety Inspections for occupancy.) 

                                              Time______/By_______         
                                                                             

               [  ] L.  Report RNA results to Vice Director.  
       (Information received from RNA teams)     
             Time_______/By______ 

 
    [  ] M.  Coordinate Emergency Needs. 

       (Information received from RNA teams) 
 
      _____ Coordinate with FEMA 
 
      _____Coordinate with SERT 
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      _____Coordinate with Red Cross 
 
      _____Coordinate with VOAD 
 
      _____Arrange staging sites and transportation with  
       National Guard 
 
      _____Arrange distribution sites with County Civil Defense 
      agencies                        Time_______/By______ 
   
   [  ] N.  Evaluate damage reports, confer with County Civil Defense Agencies and FEMA to 

determine if a joint Preliminary Damage Assessment should be conducted. 
 
            Time_______/By______ 
 

   [  ] O.  Confer with County Civil Defense Agencies to determine need and location for Disaster  
Assistance and Recovery Centers (DARCs). 

 
      _____ Get approval for DARC management plan from the Vice Director. 
 
      _____Coordinate with County Civil Defense Agencies the locations 
                for DARC. 
 
      _____Coordinate DARC set-up by SCD team 
  
      _____Coordinate with State Agencies  
                (Dept.of Health, Dept. of Taxation, Dept. of Labor and 
                Industrial Relations, Dept. of Business, Economic  
                Development and Tourism, Dept. of Agriculture, Dept. of 
                Human Services, Dept. of Commerce and Consumer Affairs.) 
 
      _____Coordinate with Federal Agencies (as appropriate) 
                FEMA, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, U.S. Small Business 
                Agency (SBA) 
            Time_______/By______ 
 
  [  ] P.  Prepare briefing for Governor on RNA  
      information. 
            Time_______/By______ 
 
        [  ] Q.  Prepare press releases. 
            Time_______/By______ 
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 Preliminary Damage Assessment 
 
  [  ] R.  Verify with Vice Director actions for joint PDA to be 
               completed: (based on areas to inspect) 
 
       _____Number of teams 
  
             _____ Team compositions for Hazard Mitigation, Individual 
       Assistance, Public Assistance 
 
      _____ Support from Federal/State Agencies – SBA, DOT, DAGS, DOE  
            Time_______/By______ 
 
  [  ] S.  Coordinate the conduct of joint PDAs: 
 
       _____FEMA and County Civil Defense agencies 
 
       _____Coordinate operating site for joint PDA teams 
 
       _____Select areas to be inspected 
 
       _____State agencies to support PDAs – DOT, DOE, DAGS 
 
         _____Federal agencies – SBA     Time_______/By)_____ 

      
              [  ] T.  Coordinate transportation with National Guard for joint Preliminary Damage     

           Assessments.            
            Time_______/By______ 
 
 
   [  ] U.  Coordinate receipt of County Emergency Proclamations. 
 

            Time_______/By)_____ 
    
      [  ] V.  Receive results from JPDA and report to Vice Director. 
 
            Time_______/By)_____ 
 
    [  ] W.  Coordinate preparation of Draft copy of Governor’s Proclamation 

 for Vice Director using information from PDA.   
                      (Coordination with ESF #5 
                          Planning Cell/AG CDC)                     Time_______/By)_____ 
 



Attachment 2 
 

5/7/04     LOCALLY GENERATED TSUNAMI RESPONSE CHECKLIST 
J:\Emergency\Tsunami\SOP\Annex D (Locally Generated Tsunami Checklist) 5/7/04 Final.doc) 

  PAGE 9 of 9 

    [  ] X.  Coordinate with the Attorney General CDC preparation of Draft letter to the President    
                           via FEMA Region IX requesting an Emergency Declaration for Director and Vice  
         Director. (J:\EMERGENCY\HURRICANE\      ) )(Coordination with ESF #5 Planning   
         Cell)                                 

         Time_______/By_____ 
 

             [  ] Y.  Team Leader to submit summary of “Requests For Assistance” (RFA) to Administrative 
   Officer after shift changeover.  

 
 
 
VII.    EOC DEACTIVATION 
   
                [  ] A.  Complete the EOC Deactivation Checklist    Time ______/By _____ 

       (Annex C). 
 

                [  ] B.  Complete the Incident Journal.    Time ______/By _____ 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                    
            APPROVED BY                   DATE 



HAWAII TSUNAMI EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
 

 
EAS SCRIPT FOR LOCAL TSUNAMI WARNING 

 
(State Warning Point coordinates siren sounding only with Counties designated in a 
tsunami warning status by the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center.) 
                   
CLOSED CIRCUIT COUNTDOWN TO BROADCAST:  THIS IS THE  
STATE EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEM.  STANDBY TO BROADCAST A CIVIL 
DEFENSE MESSAGE IN 30 SECONDS…. IN 15 SECONDS…10 SECONDS TO 
BROADCAST…5-4-3-2-1 
_____________________________________________________________ 
THIS IS AN EMERGENCY MESSAGE.      
       
THIS IS THE EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEM  
 
WITH AN URGENT TSUNAMI WARNING FOR THE  
 
COUNTIES OF ( Hawaii ), AND (Maui) ONLY. [-Or-  (State of Hawaii) ] 
 
THIS IS THE EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEM 
 
WITH AN URGENT TSUNAMI WARNING FOR THE 
 
COUNTIES OF  ( Hawaii ), AND (Maui) ONLY. [- Or - (State of Hawaii) ] 
 
IMMEDIATELY EVACUATE ALL LOW LYING COASTAL AREAS 
IMMEDIATELY EVACUATE ALL LOW LYING COASTAL AREAS   
 
MOVE AWAY FROM BEACHES.  
MOVE AWAY FROM BEACHES. 
 
MOVE INLAND TO HIGHER GROUND.     
MOVE INLAND TO HIGHER GROUND, OR, 
 
MOVE TO THE 3RD FLOOR AND ABOVE IN STEEL AND CONCRETE 
BUILDINGS. 
MOVE TO THE 3RD FLOOR AND ABOVE IN STEEL AND CONCRETE 
BUILDINGS. 
 
CONSULT THE FRONT OF THE TELEPHONE BOOK FOR TSUNAMI 
 
EVACUATION MAPS.  STAY TUNED TO YOUR RADIO FOR  
 
FURTHER CIVIL DEFENSE INSTRUCTIONS.   
 
(REPEAT SCRIPT)……….           
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