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Tsunami Warning Exercise in
North-Eastern Atlantic and

. 04.11.14
Med |te rranean Civil protection authorities

rallied for Tsunami Warning
Exercise in North-Eastern
Atlantic and Mediterranean

NEWS

Four tsunami simulations will be staged by the countries
around the Mediterranean and North-Eastern Atlantic from
28 to 30 October. The purpose of the exercise is to test the
reactivity of the countries taking part in the Tsunami Early
Warning and Mitigation System in the North-Eastern
Atlantic, the Mediterranean and connected seas, established I0C NEWS
under the auspices of UNESCO’s Intergovernmental

Oceanographic Commission (I0C).

The exercise, named NEAMWave14, is based on a scenario in

which four earthquakes unleash two tsunami events in the

Mediterranean, one in the Atlantic Ocean, and a fourth in the |
Black Sea. Twenty of the 39 countries involved in the Tsunami =
Early Warning and Mitigation System in the North-Eastern
Atlantic, the Mediterranean and connected seas (NEAMTWS)
will take part in the exercise: Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Malta,
Monaco, Morocco, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Spain, Sweden,
Turkey, and the United Kingdom.
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The exercise will be an opportunity to test the efficiency o Share
communication systems in charge of transmitting tsunam

and, in some countries, to ensure that the authorities in cl

public safety are prepared to face such a threat.

The Kandilli Observatory and Earthquake Research Instit
(KOERI, Turkey), the National Tsunami Alert Centre (CE!
France), the National Observatory of Athens (NOA, Gree:
the Portuguese Sea and Atmosphere Institute (IPMA, Pol
will send out alerts concerning the four events simulated :
of the exercise.

NEAMTWS will also provide the Emergency Response

Coordination Centre of the European Commission, which
cofounded the exercise, with an opportunity to test Europ
protection mechanisms established to meet major disaste

There is concern that tsunami shockwaves could strike th

shores of the Mediterranean and North Atlantic. While sut
disasters have been less frequent in this region than arou

Pacific Ocean, in 1755, Lisbon, the capital of Portugal, we
destroyed by a tsunami that followed an earthquake in the
Azores-Gibraltar Fault Zone. In 1908, a tsunami claimed 1
thousands of human lives in Messina (ltaly). More recently, uii 21
May 2003, an earthquake in Algeria set off a tsunami that struck
the shores of Spain’s Balearic Islands and the southern coast of
France.

Due to the short distances they travel in small bodies of water
such as the Mediterranean, tsunami occurrences there strike the
shores with great speed.

The Tsunami Early Warning and Mitigation System in the
North-Eastern Atlantic, the Mediterranean and connected seas
has been operational since 2012. It is one of four such systems
coordinated by UNESCO'’s Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission (IOC), along with the ones launched in the Pacific
Ocean in 1965, five years after a deadly tsunami that struck the
coasts of Japan and Chile. The I0C also coordinates systems set
up for the Indian Ocean and Caribbean in the wake of the deadly
Indian Ocean tsunami of 2004.


http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/single-view-oceans/news/tsunami_warning_exercise_in_north_eastern_atlantic_and_mediterranean/#
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/single-view-oceans/news/tsunami_warning_exercise_in_north_eastern_atlantic_and_mediterranean/#
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/single-view-oceans/news/tsunami_warning_exercise_in_north_eastern_atlantic_and_mediterranean/#
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/single-view-oceans/news/tsunami_warning_exercise_in_north_eastern_atlantic_and_mediterranean/#
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/tip-a-friend/?tipUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.unesco.org%2Fnew%2Fen%2Fnatural-sciences%2Fioc-oceans%2Fsingle-view-oceans%2Fnews%2Ftsunami_warning_exercise_in_north_eastern_atlantic_and_mediterranean%2F
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/about-us/executive-secretary-adg-of-unesco-for-ioc/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/about-us/officers/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/about-us/meetings/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/about-us/ioc-worldwide/
http://www.ioc-unesco.org/index.php?option=com_oe&task=viewDoclistRecord&doclistID=78
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/about-us/ioc-partners/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/high-level-objectives/marine-hazards/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/high-level-objectives/climate-change/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/high-level-objectives/ecosystem-health/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/high-level-objectives/environment-management/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/sections-and-programmes/capacity-development/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/sections-and-programmes/ocean-observations-services/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/sections-and-programmes/ocean-sciences/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/sections-and-programmes/tsunami/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/priority-areas/the-ocean-in-cop21/ocean-and-climate-platform/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/priority-areas/gender-equality/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/priority-areas/capacity-development/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/ioc-oceans/high-level-objectives/climate-change/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/civil_protection_authorities_rallied_for_tsunami_warning_exercise_in_north_eastern_atlantic_and_mediterranean/

Their purpose is to asses risks, issue warnings and raise
awareness among the populations concerned.
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Media contact: Agnés Bardon, UNESCO Press Service +33 (0) 1
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# More about NEAMTIC
« NEAMTIC Brochure (pdf)
+ NEAMWave 14 Exercise brochure (pdf)
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