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Earthquake and Tsunami in
Chile: massive evacuation
and building codes help to
reduce loss of lif
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! ) Al September
2015, an
earthquake
with a
magnitude
of 8.3 Mw
occurred in
the shallow
depths near
the coast of
central
Chile at
22:54 GMT,
triggering
the activation of the Pacific Tsunami Warning and
Mitigation System. Timely alert messages allowed for
the evacuation of nearly 1 million people in areas with
high tsunami risk on the coast of Chile and Easter
Island, according to the National Emergency
Management Office of Chile (ONEMI). A tsunami spread
across the Pacific, with waves up to 4.75 m hitting
Coquimbo, Chile at 00:25 GMT. National authorities
confirmed reports of 8 victims, mainly due to buildings
collapsing during the earthquake, and coastal fringes
of several cities were flooded. However, preliminary
reports indicate that disaster preparedness and risk
reduction strategies are bearing their fruits, as major
casualties and damages were prevented.

While hazards are largely out of our control, disasters can
be prevented through assessments, planning (including
prevention, alert and response mechanisms) and
education. In the case of Chile, local populations are well
prepared; regional cooperation is effective; warning and
response mechanisms are efficient. This requires constant
efforts to develop, test and improve systems and to raise
awareness.

Chile is actively involved in the UNESCO International
Platform for Reducing Earthquake Disaster (IPRED) which
is a platform for collaborative research, training and
education in the field of seismology and earthquake
engineering in order to reduce disasters due to
earthquakes, especially on buildings and housing. Chile’s
earthquake-resistant building standards provide a clear
demonstration that risk can be contained even in highly
seismic areas.

Chile’s National Tsunami Warning Center is under the
responsibility of the Chilean Navy Hydrographic and
Oceanographic Service (SHOA) and part of the Pacific
Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System (ICG/PTWS),
established in 1965 by UNESCO's Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission to facilitate the speedy
dissemination of alerts across the region and to support
countries’ ability to respond to and mitigate tsunamis
locally. UNESCO has done significant work on education
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for tsunami preparedness globally through its offices in
Santiago, Lima and Quito, together with its
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (I0OC-
UNESCO), focusing on the countries of South America’s
Pacific Coast.

As of 1 October 2014, the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center
(PTWC) is delivering enhanced tsunami information
products to improve countries’ response capability and
provide advanced notice of potential local tsunamis while
reducing the numbers of areas warned (and potentially
evacuated) unnecessarily.

The tsunami alert has been lifted in Chile, but national
tsunami warning centers caution that sea level changes
and strong currents may yet occur along some coasts;
these could be a hazard to swimmers and boaters as well
as to persons near the shore in some areas of South West
Pacific region and Hawaii.

Related links:

» Disaster risk reduction
#» Reducing Disaster Risks through Education and
Science in Chile, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru

#= Sub-regional Workshop on Strategies for the inclusion
of disaster risk management in the education
sector (in Spanish)

» Earthquake preparedness
» International Platform for Reducing Earthquake
Disaster (UNESCO-IPRED)

& Tsunami preparedness
#» |IOC-UNESCO Tsunami Programme

# Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System
(ICG/PTWS)

» Strengthening of the Regional Tsunami Early Warning
System: preparations in Chile, Colombia, Ecuador and
Peru (DIPECHO VII project)

#» Teacher modules: Gestion del Riesgo de Tsunamis en
Establecimientos Educacionales: Material de Apoyo
para Docentes de Educacion Basica, Media y
Parvularia
- Gestion del riesgo de tsunamis en establecimientos
educacionales - Parvulario
- Gestion del riesgo de tsunamis en establecimientos
educacionales - Basica
- Gestion del riesgo de tsunamis en establecimientos
educacionales — Media

= Pacific Tsunami Warning System, A Half-Century of
Protecting the Pacific, 1965-2015 (pdf)

= Tsunami Warning! (video)

@ G+ < 0 Tweet < 0
1

<- Back to: All news

Back to top


http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/#topPage
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/for-the-press/all-news/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/special-themes/disaster-preparedness-and-mitigation/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/santiago/education/disaster-risk-management-education/proyecto-reduciendo-riesgo-de-desastres-2013-2014/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/santiago/press-room/single-new/news/especialistas_de_chile_colombia_ecuador_y_peru_discuten_como_incluir_la_gestion_de_riesgos_de_desastres_en_el_sector_educativo/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/special-themes/disaster-preparedness-and-mitigation/natural-hazards/earthquakes/ipred/
http://www.ioc-tsunami.org/
http://www.ioc-tsunami.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11&Itemid=12&lang=en
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/santiago/education/disaster-risk-management-education/strengthening-the-regional-tsunami-early-warning-system/
http://portal.unesco.org/geography/en/ev.php-URL_ID=16544&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://www.mineduc.cl/usuarios/convivencia_escolar/doc/201305271736320.Riesgos_Tsunamis_ed_parvulo.pdf
http://www.mineduc.cl/usuarios/convivencia_escolar/doc/201305271736460.Riesgos_Tsunamis_ed_basica.pdf
http://www.mineduc.cl/usuarios/convivencia_escolar/doc/201305271737000.Riesgos_Tsunamis_ed_media.pdf
http://itic.ioc-unesco.org/images/stories/ptws/ptws_sessions/PTWS-XXVI/ITS-2015/Presentations/3_50th%20book.pdf
https://vimeo.com/124650777
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.unesco.org%2Fnew%2Fen%2Fmedia-services%2Fsingle-view%2Fnews%2Fearthquake_and_tsunami_in_chile_massive_evacuation_and_building_codes_help_to_reduce_the_loss_of_life%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Earthquake%20and%20Tsunami%20in%20Chile%3A%20massive%20evacuation%20and%20building%20codes%20help%20to%20reduce%20loss%20of%20life%20%7C%20United%20Nations%20Educational%2C%20Scientific%20and%20Cultural%20Organization%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.unesco.org%2Fnew%2Fen%2Fmedia-services%2Fsingle-view%2Fnews%2Fearthquake_and_tsunami_in_chile_massive_evacuation_and_building_codes_help_to_reduce_the_loss_of_life%2F%23.VftT4ubmp06.twitter
https://twitter.com/search?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.unesco.org%2Fnew%2Fen%2Fmedia-services%2Fsingle-view%2Fnews%2Fearthquake_and_tsunami_in_chile_massive_evacuation_and_building_codes_help_to_reduce_the_loss_of_life%2F

About us General Conference

Join us

General Information

Our priorities Africa Gender Equality Education for All

Popular topics World Heritage ~ Water ~ Press Freedom

Conventions & Recommendations Documents

Human rights violation

Resources

Terms of use

Executive Board

Secretariat Field Offices Institutes Communities Events

Sustainable Development Intercultural Dialogue Knowledge Societies

HIV & AIDS Climate Change Languages Post-Crisis Youth
Statistics Photos Bookshop Media Name and Logo
Contact us Sitemap © UNESCO 2015


http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/about-us/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/general-conference/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/governing-bodies/executive-board/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/secretariat/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/bfc/all-offices/
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=34017&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/communities/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/join-us/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/africa/priority-africa/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/themes/gender-equality/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/leading-the-international-agenda/education-for-all/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/leading-the-international-agenda/education-for-sustainable-development/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/dialogue/
http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=1645&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://whc.unesco.org/en/35/
http://www.unesco.org/water/
http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=1530&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=33437&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/special-themes/global-climate-change/
http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/ev.php-URL_ID=35097&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/themes/pcpd/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/social-and-human-sciences/themes/youth/
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=12024&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/ulis/
http://www.uis.unesco.org/ev.php?ID=2867_201&ID2=DO_TOPIC
http://photobank.unesco.org/exec/index.htm?lang=en
http://publishing.unesco.org/default.aspx?&change=E
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/name-and-logo/
http://portal.unesco.org/en/files/19096/13324060071Brochure_CR_2012_en.pdf/Brochure%2BCR%2B2012%2Ben.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/terms-of-use/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/about-us/where-we-are/contact-us/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/sitemap/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/terms-of-use/terms-of-use/copyright/

